The   Opera

Where can you see a play, watch a ballet, hear beautiful singing voices

accompanied by an orchestra 
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all at the same time?

… at the Opera !

In opera a story is told in music.  

The singers act the story , while singing throughout

whether they’re falling in love, fighting or even dying.

Each production is different, 

so even if you know how on Opera ends,  there still will be surprises.

Besides every singer interprets the role differently.  

This is why audiences go again and again to see favorites like 

Romeo and Juliet, Sleeping Beauty, or The Phantom of the Opera.

In about 1600 in Florence Italy some poets and musicians 

call the Camerata (the group that meets in a room)  wanted to start 

a new kind of musical entertainment. 

Combining poetry and music led to opera.  

The oldest opera that is still performed today is Orfeo, 

written in 1607 by the Italian composer Claudio Monteverdi.  

The very first opera house opened in Venice, Italy in 1637.

The operas that the Italian composers wrote feature two kinds of music: 

Recitative and Aria.  

In recitative the characters are telling the story, either by having a conversation 

or describing an event.  Recitative is singing that imitates the way people talk,  

and a harpsichord or piano usually accompanies. 

 In an aria, one person is expressing his or her feelings about what is happening. 

An aria has a more elaborate melody than recitative, 

and the whole orchestra joins in.

Back in Italy in the 1700’s composers were writing either 

serious operas (called opera seria) or comic opera (called opera buffa).  

Germany came up with a kind of opera called singspiel (which means “sing speak”),
with spoken dialogue rather that recitative.  The most famous singspiel is 

The Magic Flute,  by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.  

Toward the end of the 19th century 

German composer Richard Wagner changed opera forever.  

In his operas, instead of recitatives and arias, 

the orchestra plays continuously, and singers sing throughout.  

There are no breaks in the music, 

as there are in earlier operas.  

Composers have continued to write in this way 

ever since.

The Opera   ~    Act Two !

The words to an opera are called a libretto.  This means “little book”.  

The person who writes the libretto is called a librettist.  
 The composer writes the music.  Sometimes composers write the words as well. 

 When great composers began to write for opera, audiences fell in love with the music.

Audiences began to idolize the singers and fell in love with

 what they could do with their voices.  

An opera’s arias were like a musical showpiece for the singers.  

The librettist decides what will happens in each scene 

and what words the singers will speak or sing.  

The composer takes these words and sets them to music

 that lets us know what the characters are feeling, what kind of people they are.  

To the librettist, characters are the heroine, the bad guy, etc.  

To the composer, they are also voices: soprano, mezzo-soprano, tenor, baritone or bass.

Composers translate action and emotion into music in a dramatic way, 

so that we’re caught up in the story.

Some people say opera is boring,

Probably because most librettos were written in languages 

we don’t understand.  

But today many opera houses provide English translations 

on a screen above the stage or on the back of the seat in front of you.  

You can also follow the plot better 

if you read the story of the opera, or a synopsis, before you go to see it. 

You can find synopses in books, or on the Web. 

Something’s only boring, ‘til you understand it !

Game ~  Going to the Opera!

Four Characters in the Dance                  Four Choreographers

                            One Make-up/Design Artist                     One Conductor

If we see an Opera or Ballet for our Cultural Event our game will be to 

interpret it our own way.  That is,  

the way of the four choreographers and composer!

Otherwise we’ll Choreograph a Dance to  Peter and the Wolf !

Twenty minutes for choreographing and performing , watch your time!

The next week we’ll change the Dancers to Choreographers,

the Choreographers to Dancers and

see their interpretation of the same  Opera or Ballet !

You’ll see how different interpretations of the same Opera or Ballet, can be Fun !

