As  you   Learn,   Listen  and   Dance

to the music of each of these Composers, 

you’ll find their  view of music  differed  greatly  from one another.  

Each learned something from one another 

and added their own 

talent, sweat and style to make it uniquely their own.

Sound familiar !

Well it should, 

because that is just what you do in   Ballet  Lesson.

You  learn  movements, and practice them 

till you know them by heart ! 

You  then peek at other dancers in class (!) and watch them carefully on stage,

And all on your own  ~ you create 

your own style !  

No two dancers dance the same steps quite the same way.

Just as no two Musical Composers or Artists create the same.

This is the magic of the Arts and it’s wonder !

It is important for you to recognize and appreciate the different perspectives 

of the Artist, the Musician and the Dancer !

Enjoy every minute doing so !

Now,  Say  Hello  to  the  Musical    Composers

Listening to these great Composers and their music 

Do you hear :

the Violin, Cello, Harp, Flute, Saxophone, Trumpet, 

French Horn, Piano, Cymbal,  Triangle, or the Organ.

Just what do these Composers have in common?

The same qualities of a Budding Ballerina.

  Passion, Persistence,  and  they   Practiced 

over  and  over and  over  again ! 

Sure some of them were “genius” And just what does that mean? 

The Webster dictionary defines genius as:

A natural ability, a strong inclination, a great mental capacity and inventive ability.

A peculiar, distinctive or identifying  character or spirit.

Remember these Composers didn’t get it right the first time but after much practice.

Let yourself make mistakes and learn to learn from them. 

Your  miss steps are just steps closer to  ~   your genius.

Let  your  Genius  Dance !

As there are many more Ballet Movements and great Artists,

 there are many other great Musical Composers; 
and of the Musical Composer’s  we’ve selected, 

the piece of Music you’ll Listen and Dance to 

will be only one of their most familiar Masterpieces.   

With that said,

 let’s  learn   Something Interesting  

about each of the following  twelve Musical Composers

 while creating our new Ballet Movements to be  

Something Fun called   Musically  Composed  Choreography ! 

Lesson Three:  Vivaldi  (1678 – 1741 )
Antonio Vivaldi was the most original and influential Italian composer of his generation, most famous for his 400 concertos, especially the Four Seasons. His specialty was instrumental music, especially violin concertos. The Four Seasons, a set of four violin concertos, is one of the best-known works in Italian musical history. Parts of the music were meant to sound like turtledoves and goldfinches, flashes of lightening, a barking dog,

fierce  winds and chattering teeth ! Vivaldi was a violin teacher at a music school

for orphaned girls.  Since his students played different instruments, the school was the perfect place for him to compose.  Whenever he had an idea, he’d write it up and have his student

play it!  Vivaldi was called the "Red Priest” because of he was a priest with red hair !

Your Musical Dance Notes of  

Vivaldi’s ~ Four Seasons,  Spring :

Concertos A work for solo instruments and orchestra, usually in three  movements. 

Movement  three parts of a concerto that varied from fast, to slow back to fast.
Lesson Four:  Bach  (1685 – 1750 )
Italy was not the only place where music was being made during the Baroque period,

Johann Sebastian Bach lived in Germany He specialized in sacred music  especially cantanas, instrumental and keyboard music. Although he was the most important musical composer of all time, the music he composed was mostly unknown until after his death.

It was 100 years later after his death that the composer

 Felix Mendelssohn rediscovered Bach’s music!

Bach’s 1st prelude Well-Tempered Clavier means a keyboard

tuned so Bach could compose in many different keys.
Your Musical Dance Notes of  

Bach’s  ~ Minuet:

Cantana  A work for choir and solo voice  with instrumental accompaniment.

.
Lesson Five:   Mozart ( 1756 – 1791)
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was an Austrian musical composer who in his

very short life wrote many masterpieces. 

He specialized in operas, symphonies,string quartets, and church music. 

There are  more recordings ofMozart’s music bought today than recordings 

of any other composer’s work.

Mozart played the violin well by the age of five.  As a musical genius he went

on to master the piano and write orchestral and vocal music.  Mozart could

sit down and write from memory, music he had composed entirely in his head !

He visualized his music like you visualize your ballet.

Your Musical Dance Notes of

Mozart’s  ~ Eine Kleine or Piano Concerto #21:

Symphony:   A substantial orchestral work, usually in four movements (parts).

Lesson Six:   Beethoven
 ( 1770 – 1827 )
Ludwig van Beethoven was a German  music composer,

who was known for his nine symphonies.

His specialty was symphonies, piano concertos, string quartets, piano sonatas.

Beethoven fit the description of the eccentric  composer perfectly

with his flashing eyes and wild hair.

He was totally deaf by the time he wrote the Ninth Symphony.

During the performance he stood before the  orchestra, marking time.

When it was over, the audience applauded, yelling BRAVO, BRAVO,  and

Beethoven had to be turned around so that he could see their reaction !

Many composers  feared they could never surpass men like Beethoven and Bach.

Beethovens 5th Symphony begins almost scary , but simple first notes.

Remember the theme, because as the piece goes on the rhythm and the notes repeat.

At first with Beethoven’s 9th Symphony you’ll hear a big complicated difficult orchestral chord, then Beethoven introduced the human voice.  First a deep bass voice, then the entire chorus.  “Oh friends, not these sounds”! Sings the bass referring to the

inharmonious music, “Let us sing something more pleasant and joyful.”

Then follows an ‘Ode to Joy’ and brotherhood so stirring that Beethoven

realized that instruments alone just wouldn’t be enough to fulfill his vision of celebration.
Your Musical Dance Notes of  

Beethoven’s  ~ 3rd, 5th or 9th Symphony :
Sonata:   An instrumenta work in three or four movements and for one or two players. 

Lesson Seven:    Brahms ( 1833 – 1897 )
Johannes Brahms was a German composer who wrote masterpieces in almost 

every form except Opera. He specialized in German romantic symphonies, concertos, chamber music, piano music and songs. After hearing Beethoven’s Ninth, Brahms decided he had to create music of the same quality. 

He became famous for his four symphonies and beautiful piano

music. Brahm’s  first symphony was so wonderful that one  critic referred to it

as Beethoven’s tenth.  Soon people were talking about the three Great B’s,

Bach, Beethoven and Brahms!

Your Musical Dance Notes of  

Brahm’s  ~ Hungarian Dance or Lullabye :
Chamber Music:  Originally it meant  music for small groups of  solo instruments played for small groups of people.  Chamber music is different from orchestral music because  only one instrument performs each part, whereas  in an orchestra the parts are played by groups of instruments.
Lesson Eight:   Tchaikovsky  ( 1840 – 1893 )
Peter Tlich Tchaikovsky was the most popular 19th century Russian composer.

He specialized in  Ballets,Operas and Symphonies. He is known for the 1812 Overture and the first piano concerto. Before this period composers would never have thought of  writing music with stories of witches, magic and fairies. Orchestra Music had been through a lot by the time the Romantic Era rolled around 

(1805-1910).  It had been ornate and full of notes in the Baroque period and then

simpler and more thoughtful in the Classical Era.

  The Romantic Era, Tchaikovsky’s era, was filled with passion and exciting drama.
His best pieces were for the ballets, The Nutcracker and Swan Lake.

It is said that the Nutcracker Suite has gotten more people interested in

classical music than any music ever in history !

Your Musical Dance Notes of  

Tchaikovsky’s  ~  Sleeping Beauty,the  Nutcracker  or  Swan Lake :
Overture:     a piece of music that is before or introduces an opera or a play

Lesson Nine  Joplin
(1868 – 1917 )
Scott Joplin, an American Pulitzer Prize-winning  pianist and composer

considered the Father of Ragtime.  Joplin’s  father, didn’t know any black men

who made a respectable living from music, but his mother, was sure her son was destined

for a musical career.  His mother worked hard to pay for his piano lessons.

While other boys his age went out to play, Joplin practiced.
Joplin published fifty pieces with friend John Stark, a white publisher,

a friendship unusual for the times.

After the enormous success of his most famous piece “Maple Leaf Rag”,

he spent long hours shut up in his study where he wrote

a Ballet called The Ragtime Dance and an Opera called A Guest of Honor.

The Ballet was published but was not a

commercial success and the Opera was never found.

Maple Leaf Rag, published in 1899, was the first piece of sheet music

to sell more than one million copies!

Ragtime reached a new high after Joplin’s music was later used in the

1974 film The Sting, winning best score and best title song.

Interest in The second performance of Treemonisha took place 57 years after the first,

at the Atlanta Symphony Hall in 1972 and was  considered the first

truly American opera;

it was awarded Pulitzer Prize in music in 1976.

Your Musical Dance Notes of  
Joplin’s  ~ Maple Leaf Rag :

          Ragtime:  A style of early (20th century) jazz written mostly for the piano.

Lesson Ten Debussy  (1862 – 1918 )
French musical composer who began composing music in the 1890’s and is considered

one of the first of the Modern composers. He specialized in orchestral and piano music.

As a student in Paris he was friends with many poets and artists. 

 He was a great fan of Edgar Allen Poe.  He was inspired by Poe’s strange, exotic poetry

 as well as the  impressionist painters Monet and Renoir.  Many feel that Debussy’s music is the musical equal of the Impressionist’s poetry and art.

                                          His Music was inspired by the great impressionist artists just as your dance !

Your Musical Dance Notes of  
Debussy’s  ~ Arabesque No.1 :
                                                      Impressionist:    This type of painting looks to re-create the artist’s general impression of a scene.  It is characterized by indistinct outlines and small brushstrokes of different soft pastel colors which the eye blends at a distance !  

                      So what does impressionism have to do with Debussy’s music or dance ?   

                     The ballet, the Art, the Music ~ All …create a soft, dreamy expression !

Lesson Twelve  Stravinsky ( 1882 – 1971 )
Many think that Russian  Igor Stravinsky was the most important 20th century composer.  Stravinsky made his name at the Ballets Russes in Paris with the music

for a ballet based upon the legend of the Firebird.

It was his next composition that really made his famous, in 1913

The Rite of Spring  premiered.  Today it is one of the most famous openings in classical music, at the time people did not know what to think. It sounded as if the orchestra is warming up –

but each note is purposeful.

Think of the sounds of the world  when it comes out of a cold cold winter

bustling with new life, sometimes noisy, sometimes quiet, sometimes excited !

Stravinsky said, “My music is best understood by children and animals.”
Your Musical Dance Notes of  

Stravinsky’s  ~  The Rite of Spring:
Lesson Thirteen  Prokofiev
   ( 1891 – 1953 )
Sergei Prokofiev, a Russian composer known for concertos, operas, symphonies,

film music, ballet scores and his famous work for children, Peter and the Wolf.

As a child Prokofiev never wanted to be anything other than a composer.

After seeingTchaikovsky’s The Sleeping Beauty at age eight he wrote

his first opera – The Giant.

As a child at the piano he left out the black keys when he played because

they frightened him!  Even in his twenties, he  wrote “white” music, to be played entirely

on the white keys. Peter and the Wolf demonstrates the various instruments of the

orchestra at the same time as it tells a story.  Among the many famous narrators

of the story was Prokofiev himself.

He once said,

“a present not only to the children of  Moscow, but also to my own.”
Your Musical Dance Notes of  
Prokofiev’s  ~  Peter and the Wolf :
Lesson Fourteen   Gershwin
  (1898 – 1937 )
George Gershwin was an American composer of the 20th century.

 Gershwin found the whole world musical! of popular songs, musicals, and film scores.

Gershwin said,

“ When I am in my normal mood, music drips from my fingers .”

 Often this was at night, since Gershwin loved parties, he would play the piano at

celebrity gatherings, come home, and write songs till dawn!  Some of  Gershwin’s 

best-known songs are I Got Rhythm, They can’t take that away from me, and Summertime.  Rhapsody in Blue is one of the most frequently played orchestral works written by an American.  It was influenced by Liszt, blues  music, and the sounds of a train trip Gershwin took to Boston.  He called it a “  musical kaleidoscope of America – of our vast melting  pot .”

Your Musical Dance Notes of 

Gershwin’s ~ Rhapsody in Blue, An American in Paris, 

or  Porgy and Bess :
Do you hear a musical kaleidoscope –

it’s time to use your kaleidoscope of ballet moves!

Lesson Fifteen  Bernstein  (1900-1990)

Leonard Berstein was an American composer and gifted pianist.  Best known as the conductor

of the New York Philharmonic Orchestra. The music he  wrote for West Side Story, which

was later made into a movie, is probably his best-known score. Bernstein picked up where Gershwin left off. Bernstein had the ability to combine serious ballet music with  popular melodies, jazzy, finger snapping tunes, and heart wrenching love songs.

 He combined elements of bebop and rock with traditional orchestral elements to create

 music that appealed to modern audiences.

Berstein once said, “Music of all the arts, stands in a special region, 

unlit by any star but it’s own, and utterly without meaning … except it’s own.”

Can Ballet be jazzy ?  You bet, just take a listen  to West Side Story  and  you’ll

be wanting to do Grand Battements  Pas de Chat  and  Petite Jetes across the floore!
Your Musical Dance Notes of  

Bernstein’s  ~ West Side Story :
Just Something Interesting to Know !

There are Four Periods of the Life of the Orchestra,

 beginning in the 1600’s  to Today.  

We have only named Twelve  Composers in those periods 

so you would have the opportunity to  listen while you dance  and recognize the growth and changes the orchestra 

has made throughout  time. Just as Dance changed so did Music.  

The Baroque Period: (1600-1750 )

Vivaldi  and  Bach

The art and architecture in this era was complicated, full of carvings of flowers, lots of gold coloring, and exaggerated images of love and tragedy which was reflected in the music. Music was written for and heard only by kings, nobility  and the Church during the Baroque period – few “common people” were able to enjoy the music of the day.  Composers wrote music for St. Mark’s Cathedral in Piazza San Marco (Venice Italy),  and placed musicians in the balconies, near the alter and throughout the church to surround the audience with music. 

 Everyone loved it and it was the beginning of orchestral music !

The Classical Music Era:  (1770 – 1830 )

Mozart,  and Beethoven

The Classical era lasted about 60 year.  In the Baroque period, music was so complicated and full of quick notes and speedy scales that many musicians couldn’t even play it.  Composers then began writing music that was simpler to play and intended to be beautiful for all to hear. They concentrated on musical techniques and music theory.  This was the same period when Benjamin Franklin was discovering electricity and the music heard from orchestras reflected what would come to be known as the Age of Reason. In the Age of Reason not only had the music changed, the audience had changed as well.  Common people began to attend concerts, and this meant that composers like Mozart and Beethoven were able to work for wealthy people who wanted to patronize the arts, just like the nobility and the Church had done during the Baroque Period.  

The Romantic Era:  (1805-1910 )

Brahms and Tchaikovsky

Music had been ornate and full of notes in the Baroque period and  then simpler and more thoughtful in the Classical Era.  Composers in the Romantic Era took lessons from both of these periods.  They filled their music with astounding passion and exciting drama.  They used music to overwhelm their audiences with emotion, writing sad, sweeping pieces about love and heartbreak and magical fantasies about goblins, witches and swans.   The orchestra was also influenced by the innovations of the Romantic Era.  Conductor Carl Maria von Weber designed the standard seating arrangement for the orchestra, and he was the first to conduct from a podium using a baton.  With the audience expanding from churchgoers and nobility, to a larger and  more diverse one, composers and musicians started to become stars in the same way that actors and rock stars are famous today ! 

The Modern Era:  The last one hundred years

Debussy, Joplin, Strainsky, Prokofiev, 

Gershwin, and Bernstein

Composers had gone in so many different directions, exploring new kinds of music, new instruments, and new ways of writing and performing music  that the Orchestral music  went through many changes .  Some composers turned to European paintings and poetry for inspiration, others looked to American cowboys and mountain ranges. Just as you did for inspiration for choreographing your dance.  As a result, orchestras today have many wonderful and different possibilities when they’re deciding what to play.   They can play music from the great masters, like Back, and Mozart, or they can explore the endless options that contemporary composers have to offer.   The Modern Era uses elements from every period.  It borrows from popular music like jazz, blues, and folk .  Orchestral music has withstood the test of time, and as composers have created new ideas and techniques, it has influenced all of the other varieties of music you hear today !  







